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! Harald Motzk, “Alternative accounts of the Quran's formation”, in The
Cambridge Companion to the Quran, ed. Jane Dammen McAuliffe, UK:
Cambridge University Press, 2006,pp. 59-71

Higher Critical scholarship of the Koran, using methodologies adapted from
biblical criticism, is still largely confined to scholars working in Western
universities. So, sensitive is this area for Muslims that ‘Ibn Warraq’, a
Muslim-born writer trained in Arabic who accepts the findings of radical
Western scholarship, has felt it necessary to publish his work under a
pseudonym. [Malise Ruthven, Fundamentalism: A Very Short Introduction,
London: Oxford University Press, 2007, p. 49]

As Richard Bell and Montgomery Watt argue in their scholarly Introduction
to the Quran: The assumption that God is himself the speaker in every
passage leads to difficulties. [Ibid., p. 50]
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The Egyptian academic Nasr Abu Zaid, who ventured to use modern literary
critical methodology in his approach to the Koran, was forced into exile.
Higher criticism of the Koran, where the text is deconstructed in
accordance with methods developed by biblical scholars since the 18th
century, is still very largely confined to scholars who are not Muslims.
Examples include the work of John Wansbrough, Patricia Crone, and
Gerald Hawting, Western scholars of Islam who do not accept the
traditional view of its origins as related in the earliest texts. [Ibid., pp. 40-
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